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ZUMA Press: fast-growing editorial assignment/stock agency rises in the west

ZUMA, Continued From Page Ona
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created to meet the needs of both
pl'||:-||:-!1r.'||,1|\|_'n and .,E:_'nl..'::':_liﬂ.:l:-_
cdibors

When the Ficrure G i Moo
Apendy 1in Provedence, Bl began
w go under in November of
1993 dozens of |ﬁ-:'-hr-5r.1p|||.'n
whi had stuck with the rroubled
AgENCY suddenly realized chat they
were in danger mot only of not
HEMng Eun.l. bt oo I-:---.nyh thicr
cntire file of work.

While the defunct agency wal
lovwved in bankruproy, one phorog
rapher was determuned to save his
work as well as many of his il
leagues” shides.

Just steps ahead of the bank’s
marshals, Scott MeKiernan, with
the help of a small army of photo
rescarchers, was able oo retrieve
dozens of photographers’ files
and load them into a U-Haul
truck bound bor Caliborma

It wasn't a choice...we  just
wanted to have owr stuft well rep
resenied,” McKiernan said. *We
knew the photography business,
bt none of us had ever worked at
an agency of knew how oo mun
one, We learned |.'|l.|1r!q .

With the encouragement of
|'-:r|..'n:u.| Caeriman IAVESTOTS,
McKieman decided thar a small
cditorial agency based on rthe
West Coast I'|!il'_|'|l: fimally treat
photographers and cliemis the
Wy he always beheved agencecs
should.

Flav Ng bcen an achve shooter
himself, and working as a phowo
editor for several vears, MeKier-
nan relied on his expencnoes on
bath sides of the ||5]|I table o
ECWrITh ANk AEericy |.'.-|'H.'l.'|.'|||[- atouned
o the needs of the buver while
understanding the concerns of the
:;I'm:-.nb'_r,”'-l'u.'r

“We're brokering things we
wruly care about,”™ he saod, “amd
wie truly care about telling a story
Thats what drives us.™

In December of 1993, starting
with the small base of ','-|1la-'|-:l!.::.'|
|1||»;_'r-.. LY |'|nlu: '|'|.|>th :'ilix'l\-:i-q,'.'l'l..l.ﬁ

savied, the mew agency |'||.'1',JI'| tEs
join the competitive field of edino
nal photography just as the mar
ket was |H':.;1|||||r|_|.1 tov shirink

When the German  investors
backed out after a vear, the
agency, now named ZUMA Press,
was sill moats toddler stage, but
McKiernan was determined tha
with the help af a now loval base
of photographers he would make
the agency 3 mapor player,

After four wears, any casual
reader of magazings will sce the
name LUMA Press afver numer
s }13|cltungr.|;1|1urh' creclies.

ZLUAA Press i now the 'I.1r1.'_q'~.r
full service edirorial and personal-
ity photo agency west of the Hud-
son River in Mew York.

O course, FLUMA Pres did
mor become sucoessful by siting
aroumid walting hoar _.-\-I1-"-r|.'-'\-. i
come io them,

Frequently, several stories from
arcund the world are bemg coor
dhnated somultaneousiy, a |I.I;...'H_I.'.|II'I:...'
act made a Intle casier wath the
dedicared staff of 140,

“When things go crazy, we
burn the midnight oil,™ Mckier
nan sabd. “1 think |.'H.'ir'|_|.', nCwer
andd younger than other agendics
Wt i the I MECT hasurs.”

Many editors are surprised o
hear that this AFENCY B lowcated in
a small artist™s beach commiuminy
50 miles from Los .-"||'||:'_|."I|'~. vt
McKiernan explains that with
madern electronic  oHmmuEnica
tons, his geographical location is
irrelevant,

“Technodogy hke quick com-
municatnon  abillimes around the
!.'.|-.:-|H.'. a preat stafl’ and 'u.-|1||'.'.‘.1-
cated photographers who really
know how o contnbute™ make
the agency successful, McKicrman
said, “We have an advantage over
CHIT Compennors in that we're still
opeen a fow hours after the Mew
York otfices close,™

MeKiernan sabd sometimes the
EOIng gets r\-.'n_lf_h_ as in the case of

Please see ZIUMA, page 24

ABOVE: The Time
cover s representa-
tive of the kinds of
photos ZUMA Press
ends wup sealling.
ZUMA Press had the
photo of Greenspan
in stoek &t the Uime
it was regquested by
aditora.

RIGHT: The tragic
murder of six-year-ald
JonBeEnét Ramsey
was a story ZUMA
photographers Gov-
ered extensively.
Shooter Mark Fix
weas nof a ZUMA pho-
tographer at the time
of the killing = he had
shot MU s
pageants in Colorado
and had this photo of
JonBandt. ZUMA
Preas anded up rep-
resenting Fix.
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0.). Simpson amives at his chvil trial - where he was even-
tually found responsible for the murders of his ex-wife Micols

£ Gowpg DeGairs " TUMA PRTSS

0 Fichard Sudbol S TUME FRICES

Shooter Loll Shoogfors saw this photo, of the United States Army arresting one of the Hait-  Brown Simpsan and her friend, Ronald Goldman,
lon private policemen in Oetobar 1994, appesr in an issus of Mewsweal magazineg,
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

Actor Glann Close [“Dangenous Lis-
siona”) watches gray whales off
Baja, Califormia in February 1997,

Gilllan Anderson, co-star of telev
slon’s "The X-Files,” hams it up at
the 1997 Emmy Awards.

Actor Johnny Depp (“Donnie Bras-
o) at Hunter 5 Thompson's e
book celebration (June 1997).

Actor Plerce Brosnan [“Golden
gye”) also in Baja whale-watching.

Shock-rocker Marilyn Manson at an
warly 1997 concert.




